
Primary Source
William Lloyd Garrison, American Anti-Slavery Society
Declaration of Sentiments, 1833

How did the principles of the Declaration of
Independence contribute to the quest to end
slavery from colonial times to the outbreak of the
Civil War?

I can interpret primary sources related to Founding principles of liberty,
equality, and justice from the colonial era to the outbreak of the Civil War.

I can explain how laws and policy, courts, and individuals and groups
contributed to or pushed back against the quest to end slavery.

I can create an argument using evidence from primary sources.

I can analyze issues in history to help find solutions to present-day
challenges.

Building Context
The American Anti-Slavery Society, founded in 1833, called for the immediate and
uncompensated emancipation of all enslaved persons. The group’s main organizer
and author of its Declaration of Sentiments, William Lloyd Garrison, was
well-known as one of the most uncompromising of North American abolitionists.
His anti-slavery journal, “The Liberator”, used fiery rhetoric to condemn slavery.

American Anti-Slavery Society Declaration of Sentiments, 1833
Source: https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/declaration-of-the-national-anti-slavery-convention/

More than fifty-seven years have elapsed, since
a band of patriots convened in this place, to
devise measures for the deliverance of this
country from a foreign yoke. The corner-stone
upon which they founded the Temple of
Freedom was broadly this – “‘that all men are
created equal; that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights; that
among these are life, LIBERTY, and the pursuit

Notes

mybri.org >> Plainest Demands of Justice >> Lesson 2: Slavery and the Struggle for Abolition from the Colonial Period to the
Civil War >> Primary Source: William Lloyd Garrison, American Anti-Slavery Society Declaration of Sentiments, 1833

https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/declaration-of-the-national-anti-slavery-convention/


of happiness.” At the sound of their
trumpet-call, three millions of people rose up
as from the sleep of death, and rushed to the
strife of blood; deeming it more glorious to die
instantly as freemen, than desirable to live one
hour as slaves. They were few in number –
poor in resources; but the honest conviction
that Truth, Justice and Right were on their side,
made them invincible. . .
. . . Their grievances, great as they were, were
trifling in comparison with the wrongs and
sufferings of those for whom we plead. Our
fathers were never slaves – never bought and
sold like cattle – never shut out from the light
of knowledge and religion – never subjected to
the lash of brutal taskmasters.

Comprehension and Analysis Questions

1. How does Garrison connect the anti-slavery cause to the Founding?

2. How would you describe Garrison’s language in this passage? Use examples
to support your answer.
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