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Worked Example
Virginia Governor’s Council 
reply to the petition of Matthew 
Ashby, November 27, 1769



How to annotate a primary 
source 

1. Refer to the guiding questions and 
“I can” statements. 

2. Preview the essential vocabulary.
3. Closely read the title.
4. Don’t skip the introduction.
5. Closely read the text.
6. Summarize what you learned from 

the source.

Virginia Governor’s 
Council reply to the 
petition of Matthew 
Ashby, November 
27, 1769



Refer to the guiding question and 
“I can” statements

This source will help me 
answer this guiding 
question. 

When I am done with 
this source, I should be 
able to do these four 
things. 



Preview the essential vocabulary

Refer to these terms as 
you read. They are 
provided before the 
source to help you 
decode what it says.



Read the title closely 

This is one of the 
essential vocabulary 
terms. I know this is an 
official request made to 
a court. 

This date predates the 
American Revolution, so 
this comes from the 
colonial period. 

I know this will deal with 
the colony of Virginia. 

I expect to see a formal response from the 
Virginia governor to some sort of request made by 
a man named Matthew Ashby during the colonial 
period.



Don’t skip the introduction.

Vocabulary words are 
bolded; I should refer to 
them as I read. 

The first 5 sentences 
provide broad context 
for slavery in colonial 
Virginia and how that 
system became 
hereditary and tied to 
race. 

These last 4 sentences give 
me some information 
about Matthew Ashby, the 
person making the 
petition.

I know that the petitioner, Matthew Ashby, was a free man of 
mixed-race that officially petitioned the Virginia Governor. 



Closely read the source, making notes as you go.

Matthew Ashby had 
a wife named Ann, 
and two children, 
John and Mary. Ann 
was enslaved, 
therefore her 
children were 
enslaved by Virginia 
law.

Matthew Ashby’s race and 
status as a free man is officially 
noted. 

Matthew Ashby purchased 
his wife and children from 
their slaveholder for a large 
sum of money and is now 
requesting that they be 
freed.

Matthew Ashby was given 
permission to manumit or free 
his wife and children. 



Summarize what you learned from the source. 

1. In colonial Virginia, slavery was hereditary and tied to 
race. This was codified or written into law over time.

2. Manumission was possible but required petitioning the 
colonial government.

3. Free and enslaved Blacks not only interacted with each 
other, but established meaningful community and 
connection with each other (e.g., Matthew and Ann 
Ashby married and had a family) . 

4. Matthew Ashby paid a large sum of money for his 
family, showing his commitment to their freedom and 
that he was financially successful in  his own right. 


