ANSWER KEY

UNIT ONE:

The Federal Courts in History

BILL # RIGHTS
INSTITUTE

Dred Scott v. Sanford

Document A: To find a runaway slave.
Thomas Jefferson.

Document B: To protect rights such as
“life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness”

Document C: 1. Perpetuating slavery in
the colonies. 2. Some will say that by
using the word “men,” Jefferson equates
slaves with free men, born with equal
natural rights. Other students may say,
however, that because Congress deleted
the paragraph, it rejected this definition
of “all men.”

Document D: Some students will say it
refers to citizens; others will say voting
citizens; others will say it refers to all
people.

Document E: 1. Slaves 2. States have the
power until 1808. Congress may have the
power to regulate slavery thereafter.

Document F: Yes

Document G: 1. To regulate slavery 2.
Individual states may have different views
on slavery, while the Union may require

a national policy. Not all states may be
happy with a national policy on slavery.

Document H: Free states had to assist in
the capture of runaway slaves.

Document I: 1. Through its provisions
safeguarding the property rights
slaveowners had in their property:
slaves. 2. They were not part of the
“political communities” that ratified the
Constitution. Slaves were property, not
persons.

Document J: 1. The fact that several
states defined “free native-born
inhabitants” as citizens with full voting
rights. 2. The majority opinion in Scott v.
Sanford focused on whether slaves were
people or property; the dissenting opinion
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focused on whether or not they were
citizens.

Document K: All the provisions that
guarantee liberty.

Document L: Lincoln viewed the
document as an eternal statement of

the human rights held by all people.
Taney focused on the contemporary
circumstances under which it was written.

Document M: These 1860 presidential
candidates (Clockwise from top right:
Lincoln, Bell, Douglas, Breckenridge/
Buchanan) felt compelled to react, but in
different ways and for different reasons.
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