ANSWER KEY

Unit 6: The Bill of Rights and Property

LESSON 2: HOW DOES THE FIFTH
AMENDMENT PROTECT PROPERTY?

Due Process: Due process means the
government must act fairly and obey legal
procedures when it tries to take property.
Taking: The government can sometimes seize
or restrict the use of property. It can take
property in the name of the public good.
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Eminent Domain: Eminent domain refers

to the government'’s right to acquire private
property for public use.

Public Use: The use of land for the benefit of
the public.

Just Compensation: The just compensation
clause of the Fifth Amendment means the
federal government must pay for any private
property it does take for public use.
Examples of things that could be
considered “public use”: roads, schools,
post offices, military bases, railroads,
interstate highways, canals.

Handout B: Background Essay - How

Does the Fifth Amendment Protect

Property?

1. The Fifth Amendment guarantees that
people have the right to their life, liberty,

and property. The government cannot
randomly decide to meddle with those
things without a reason, or without
following due process.

2. Lucas v. South Carolina Coastal
Commission was considered a taking
because the state had taken away the
value of the land because owners were
not allowed to build on it.

3. Kelo v. New London became the
landmark case surrounding the
government’s ability to exercise eminent
domain and changed the concept of
public use versus private use.

Handout C: Property and the Supreme
Court
ACCGpt reasoned answers.
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