ANSWER KEY
Unit 4: The Bill of Rights and Freedoms

of the Press, Assembly, and Petition

LESSON 2: WHY ARE THE RIGHTS TO
ASSEMBLY AND PETITION IMPORTANT
TO LIBERTY?

Where Did the Rights to Petition and
Assembly Come From, and How Do
Americans Exercise Them?

1. The Magna Carta (1215) first provided a
right to assemble and petition the king
for small groups of barons, but it was very
limited. This right was then expanded to
all citizens, and the limitations lifted, in
the English Bill of Rights (1689). These
rights influenced our Founding generation
in the various petitions they made to the
king, such as the Stamp Act Congress and
the Olive Branch Petition, culminating in
the Declaration of Independence.

2. Americans petitioned the Congress and
their states from very early on, regarding
issues such as slavery, child labor, and
prohibition. Civil Rights leaders, such
as Martin Luther King, urged citizens to
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petition and protest in favor of expanded
political and civil rights. Americans today
exercise this right through petition drives,
organized protests, emailing and calling
government officials, and through social
media outlets, such as Facebook and
Twitter.

In National Socialist Party of America v.
Village of Skokie (1977), the Supreme
Court ruled that government cannot,
through its laws, prevent an assembly
from occurring simply because it
disagrees with the message. The content
of the speech an assembly produces
cannot be a reason for restricting them
from assembling in the first place.
Reasonable time, place, and manner
restrictions on assemblies are acceptable,
so long as they are not made on the
basis of the content of the message.
Suggested examples of acceptable time/
place/manner restrictions: assemblies
cannot occur on private property without
the permission of the property owner;

a "buffer zone"” around abortion clinics;
assemblies that threaten the rights or
safety of others.

Accept reasoned answers. Students are
likely to say that assembly and petition
both go hand-in-hand with other
protections of the First Amendment, such
as the right to free speech. The ability to
come together with others is what gives
power to an individual’s right to speak,
and one without the other would be less
effective.

Handout B: Assembly and Petition
True/False Challenge

1.
2.
3.

True.

True.

False. In Lloyd v. Tanner (1972), the Court
held that protest groups do not have

the right to gather in private shopping
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malls. The First Amendment applies only
to government restrictions on speech/
assembly, not that of private companies
or individuals.

True. In Coates v. Cincinnati (1971), the
Court held that an assembly on a public
sidewalk, even if it annoys passersby, is
protected by the First Amendment. So
long as others are still able to use the
sidewalk, the assembly is constitutional.
False. In Grayned v. City of Rockford
(1972), the Court held that protests near
schools that are intended to disrupt
classes are not protected by the First
Amendment.

False. In Gregory v. City of Chicago
(1969), the Court held that the
government cannot stop protestors from
demonstrating because their cause is
unpopular. In National Socialist Party of
America v. Village of Skokie (1977), the
Supreme Court extended this principle by
holding that governments could not stop
an assembly because a majority of citizens
find the content of the demonstration to
be “offensive to the core.”

False. Courts have routinely upheld

local night-time noise and/or peace
ordinances of residential neighborhoods
as a reasonable time, place or manner
restriction.

True. General rules of public,
government-provided parks that apply
to all visitors equally are generally not
considered restrictions on speech or
assembly.

True. In Meyer v. Grant (1988), the Court
held that states could not prevent groups
from hiring and paying people to circulate
petitions.

False. In Snyder v. Phelps (2011), the
Court held that those who stage a
peaceful protest on an issue of public
concern near a soldier’s funeral are
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shielded by the First Amendment, Accept reasoned responses.
protecting them from civil lawsuits, or
lawsuits by private individuals, for reasons
such as pain and suffering.
Handout C: A Petition

Unit 5: The Bill of Rights and Guns
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