ANSWER KEY

Unit 2: The Bill of Rights and Religion

LESSON 1: THE ESTABLISHMENT Exercise Clauses and should determine the

CLAUSE - HOW SEPARATE ARE interpretations of both by the Supreme Court
CHURCH AND STATE? over time.

Handout A: Background Essay — The
Establishment Clause: How Separate
Are Church and State?

1. The Founders believed that the
Establishment Clause would prevent the
involvement of the national government
in religion, as well as the establishment
of a national church. They believed that
the clause allowed the existence of state-
supported religions.

2. The tests include the Lemon Test, the
Endorsement Test, and the Coercion Test.

3. Accept all reasoned responses.

Accept all reasoned responses.

5. The Founders would be more inclined
to support the “picket fence” image
since they all believed that religious
belief and practice would strengthen and
support republican government and civil
society. The “wall” metaphor implies
no interaction between church and
state while the “picket fence” metaphor
implies that, while there are barriers
between religion and government, there
are also appropriate opportunities for one
to influence the other.
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Handout B: Religion at My School

Answers will vary.

Handout C: Interpreting the
Establishment Clause

Accept reasoned answers. Students should
give significant thought to the Founders’
purpose for the Establishment and Free
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