ANSWER KEY

Unit 1: The Bill of Rights and the Founders

LESSON 2: WHY A BILL OF RIGHTS?
WHAT IMPACT DOES IT HAVE?

Handout A: Background Essay - Why

A Bill of Rights? What Impact Does It

Have?

1. Federalists believed a bill of rights was
unnecessary because the Constitution
itself limited government’s powers. They
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believed it could be dangerous because
it would be impossible to list every
right, and they did not want rights to be
ignored or violated just because they
were not specifically listed.
2. Madison changed his mind because
he corresponded with colleagues
whose opinions he valued, and they all
supported the addition of a bill of rights.
3. The Bill of Rights did not strongly affect
most citizens' lives because it only limited
the actions of the federal government
and did not apply to the states until
after the Fourteenth Amendment was
ratified in 1868. In the 1920s the Supreme
Court began to interpret the Fourteenth
Amendment’s Due Process Clause to
protect certain liberties from action by the
states.

Handout B: Understanding Positions of
Federalists and Anti-Federalists

Federalists:

e A bill of rights was not needed because
the Constitution created a government of
limited powers.

e Composing a list of rights might
endanger any rights not listed.

e A strong central government is needed to
protect rights of minorities.

e State constitutions already included
declarations of rights.

Anti-Federalists:

e The central government could not be
trusted—it might grow too strong and
suppress freedoms.

e Several states (MA, SC, NH, VA, NY, NC)
approved the new Constitution only
on the condition that a list of rights be
added.

* Popular opinion supported development
of a bill of rights.
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Handout C: Federalists and Anti-
Federalists Venn Diagram

Federalists:

e A bill of rights was not needed because
the Constitution created a government of
limited powers.

e Composing a list of rights might
endanger any rights not listed.

e A strong central government is needed to
protect rights of minorities.

e State constitutions already included
declarations of rights.

Anti-Federalists:

® The central government could not be
trusted—it might grow too strong and
suppress freedoms.

e Several states (MA, SC, NH, VA, NY, NC)
approved the new Constitution only
on the condition that a list of rights be
added.

¢ Popular opinion supported development
of a bill of rights.

Both Federalists and Anti-Federalists:

* The purpose of government is to protect
unalienable rights (life, liberty, pursuit of
happiness).

e Both central authority and some level of
state authority was needed.

e A somewhat stronger form of government
than that provided under the Articles of
Confederation was needed.

¢ Certain Founding Principles were
essential: separation of powers, checks
and balances, federalism, rule of law, due
process, limited government, majority
rule/minority rights, popular sovereignty,
and representative government.
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