Primary Source PLAINEST

DEMANDS
Maria Stewart Advocates Education for African o{JUSTICE
American Women, lecture given at Franklin Hall, _—

Boston, to the New England Anti-Slavery Society, 1832

How did the principles of the Declaration of
Independence contribute to the quest to end
slavery from colonial times to the outbreak of the
Civil War?

[J I can interpret primary sources related to Founding principles of liberty,
equality, and justice from the colonial era to the outbreak of the Civil War.

[J I can explain how laws and policy, courts, and individuals and groups
contributed to or pushed back against the quest to end slavery.

[J I can create an argument using evidence from primary sources.

[J I can analyze issues in history to help find solutions to present-day
challenges.

Building Context

Many women found their political voice in joining the abolitionist cause, such as
Maria Weston Chapman, Lydia Marie Child, and Angelina and Sarah Grimke. One
important abolitionist was Maria Stewart, a remarkable free black woman and
member of the vibrant free black community in Boston. Stewart addressed
audiences of men at a time when it was considered improper for women to do so.
She knew and was influenced by David Walker. She was self-educated, but spoke
eloquently for the abolition of slavery and rights for all people. However, she did
not limit her focus to ending slavery; she also urged her audiences to support
equality for women. Stewart believed society was wasting the talents of women and
argued that women should receive education and equal political rights.
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Oh, do not say you cannot make anything of Notes
your children; but say, with the help and
assistance of God, we will try. Perhaps you will
say that you cannot send them to high schools
and academies. You can have them taught in
the first rudiments of useful knowledge, and
then you can have private teachers, who will
instruct them in the higher branches.

It is of no use for us to sit with our hands
folded, hanging our heads like bulrushes
lamenting our wretched condition; but let us
make a mighty effort and arise. Let every
female heart become united, and let us raise a
fund ourselves; and at the end of one year and
a half, we might be able to lay the cornerstone
for the building of a high school, that the
higher branches of knowledge might be
enjoyed by us...

Comprehension and Analysis Questions

1. How is Stewart’s argument similar to Walker’s argument?

2. According to Stewart, what is the proper course of action for African
Americans?
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3. Many textbooks point to the 1848 Seneca Falls Convention as the beginning
of the women’s movement in the United States. How does Stewart’s speech

complicate that narrative?
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