
Primary Source
Loving v. Virginia,  1967 

To what extent did Founding principles of liberty,
equality, and justice become a reality for African
Americans during the civil rights movement?

I can interpret primary sources related to Founding principles of liberty,
equality, and justice in the civil rights movement

I can explain how laws and policy, courts, and individuals and groups
contributed to or pushed back against the quest for liberty, equality, and
justice for African Americans.

I can create an argument using evidence from primary sources.

I can analyze issues in history to help find solutions to present-day
challenges.

Essential Vocabulary

Miscegenation A derogatory term for a marriage or cohabitation by two
people of different races

American Civil
Liberties Union
(ACLU)

A non-profit organization founded in 1920 to defend and
preserve individual rights and liberties

Statutory Legal

Invidious Discriminatory

Building Context
In 1958, two residents of Virginia, Mildred Jeter, a Black woman, and Richard
Loving, a white man, were married in the District of Columbia. The Lovings then
returned to Virginia and there were charged with violating the state’s
anti-miscegenation law, which banned interracial marriages. They were found
guilty and sentenced to a year in jail. The trial judge agreed to suspend the
sentence if the Lovings would leave Virginia and not return for 25 years. The
couple left the state with their children, but they missed their families and lives
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back in Virginia. The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) helped the Lovings
bring their case all the way to the Supreme Court, which issued the following
unanimous decision.

Loving v. Virginia, 1967
Source: https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/388/1/#tab-opinion-1946730

Opinion written by Chief Justice Warren

This case presents a constitutional question never
addressed by this Court: whether a statutory
[legal] scheme adopted by the State of Virginia to
prevent marriages between persons solely on the
basis of racial classifications violates the Equal
Protection and Due Process Clauses of the
Fourteenth Amendment.

For reasons which seem to us to reflect the
central meaning of those constitutional
commands, we conclude that these statutes
cannot stand consistently with the Fourteenth
Amendment. . . . Marriage is one of the ‘basic
civil rights of man,’ fundamental to our very
existence and survival. . . . To deny this
fundamental freedom on so unsupportable a
basis as the racial classifications embodied in
these statutes, classifications so directly
subversive of the principle of equality at the
heart of the Fourteenth Amendment, is surely to
deprive all the State’s citizens of liberty without
due process of law. The Fourteenth Amendment
requires that the freedom of choice to marry not
be restricted by invidious [discriminatory] racial
discriminations. Under our Constitution, the
freedom to marry or not marry, a person of
another race resides with the individual and
cannot be infringed by the State.

These convictions must be reversed. It is so
ordered.

Notes
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Comprehension and Analysis Questions

1. What were anti-miscegenation laws?

2. What did the court decide in the case? Be sure to include the relevant clauses
of the Fourteenth Amendment in your answer.
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