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BILL OF RIGHTS INSTITUTE 
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

Teacher Programs 
CONSTITUTIONAL SEMINARS
At one of our free day-long or weekend seminars, educators engage 
with leading academics on important constitutional principles, 
historical events, and Supreme Court rulings and receive ready-to-use 
resources and professional development credits.

SUMMER INSTITUTE
Each summer, this week-long, application-based program brings together teachers from around the country 
to Washington, DC, to learn from each other, scholars, and experts while exploring Institute resources.

WEBINARS
At least once a week during the school year, BRI hosts free online webinars including primary source 
close readings, in-depth interviews with scholars, and AP Government and AP U.S History prep  
webinars for students.

Student Programs
WE THE STUDENTS ESSAY CONTEST
Each year, the Institute challenges students to write about how the ideas of the Founders are relevant 
to the issues facing our country today. Fourteen winning essayists receive more than $20,000 in 
scholarship prizes.

THINK THE VOTE
ThinktheVote.com is a website that offers young people a place to learn about  and debate election issues. 

CONSTITUTIONAL ACADEMY
Our annual summer program brings together high school students from across the country to 
Washington, DC, for a week of deep discussions on critical issues with scholars, lawmakers, journalists, 
and policy experts.

BILLOFRIGHTSINSTITUTE.ORG

“I have attended 
every Bill of Rights 

seminar. This program 
has profoundly 

affected my teaching. 
The materials and 

presenters are 
excellent.” 

Steve V., 
Massachusetts Teacher

American history, civics, and social studies. Nationwide, one in four of these teachers use 
BRI's curricula and resources in the classroom and participates in BRI professional development 
programs. By providing a free textbook to educators and students, and professional development 
programs for educators, BRI is committed to “educating for self-governance.” In doing so, BRI 
inspires the rising generation to champion the ideals expressed in our nation’s founding 
documents and to strive for their full realization.

he Bill of Rights Institute, established in 1999, supports secondary school teachers of



 BILL OF RIGHTS  
INSTITUTE CURRICULA
resources.billofrightsinstitute.org

Written by teachers and reviewed by scholars, our materials align to content standards and can be 
used as stand-alone curricula or as complements to existing lessons. All of our resources are free, 

digital, and accessible on any device.

LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS—
A HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN EXPERIMENT
The first entirely free, digital high school U.S. history textbook that aligns with AP standards.

BEING AN AMERICAN
Explores the meaning of citizenship through the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, civic values, and 
American heroes.

HEROES AND VILLAINS
An exploration of civic virtue and vice through the lives of more than 
twenty individuals from history.

VOTES FOR WOMEN
The story of the women’s suffrage movement in the U.S. 

AMERICAN PORTRAITS
139 engaging narratives from across  
American History.

VIDEO RESOURCES 
Youtube.com/BillofRightsInst

These include our Homework Help Series 
on AP U.S. History and Government, Scholar 
Talks, Primary Source Close Readings, and 
Constitutional Principles videos.

BILLOFRIGHTSINSTITUTE.ORG

“I love the Bill of 
Rights Institute’s 

curriculum. It’s 
‘tweakable’ to fit 

all the levels of 
students I teach.”

Christy G., 
Texas Teacher

ALSO...
 • Founders and the Constitution
 • Documents of Freedom
 • Preserving the Bill of Rights
 • Liberty and Security in Modern Times
 • Supreme Court Document-Based Questions
 • Religious Liberty: An American Experiment
 • Congress and the Constitution
 • Immigration and Citizenship
 • The Gilded Age and Progressive Era
 • Presidents and the Constitution



Biographies

STAN SWIM  |  CHIEF PROGRAM OFFICER

has worked for 20 years to build strong civic education programs that 

DAVID  BOBB, Ph.D.  |  PRESIDENT

David joined the Bill of Rights Institute (BRI) as president in 2013 and 
 

engage the hearts and minds of young people. BRI is among the nation's 
leading providers of free, open education resources and professional 
development programs for secondary school teachers of American history 
and civics. Previously David worked for twelve years at Hillsdale College, 
where as founding director of the Washington, D.C.-based Kirby Center for 
Constitutional Studies and Citizenship he created an online Constitution 
course accessed by millions of Americans. 
Author of Humility: An Unlikely Biography of America’s Greatest Virtue (HarperCollins, 2013), and a 
chapter on Frederick Douglass in a recent volume (Oxford University Press, 2019), David has written 
for the Wall Street Journal and Fast Company, among numerous other publications. Currently he is 
writing a book on the future of civics and civil discourse. He earned a Ph.D. in political science from 
Boston College. 

Contact David at dbobb@billofrightsinstitute.org

Stan joined the Bill of Rights Institute in 2018. He previously served
as the president of the GFC Foundation, a Utah-based grantmaking 

foundation. He was the senior analyst for Probity Advisors, a registered 
investment advisor in Dallas, Texas, and worked in the technology 
industry as a software engineer and database developer. He serves on 
the boards of the State Policy Network and Sutherland Institute and 
was board chairman of the National Council for Adoption for four years. 
Stan received an MBA from Southern Methodist University and a BS in 
computer science from Utah Valley University.

Contact Stan at sswim@billofrightsinstitute.org
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ABOUT THIS RESOURCE

WHO IT SERVES

HOW IT SERVES
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Textbook
Costs

Accessibility
& Usability

TAXPAYERS are on the hook for expensive, 
10-pound textbooks that fall apart and 
fall behind after a few years of use.

TEACHERS today often end up setting  
aside the taxpayer textbook in favor of  
better online alternatives.

Teachers can update the resource and 
homework, EMPOWERING STUDENTS  
to proceed at their own pace. 

“Both the fact that it is free and the 
fact it is easily accessible online 
make it highly attractive to me, 
given the current uncertainties 
surrounding the coming school year.”

James S. | San Antonio, TX

“If you can get this in front of enough US History 
and US Government teachers, it is going to be 
incredibly popular. I cannot think of a single 
reason why a teacher would not use this.”

Christopher E. | Chandler, AZ

“I WANT IT!!”     Annie H. | Florence, SC

per student per year.

STUDENTS spend on average

SCHOOLS spend on average

on textbooks per year.

Students 
PK-12 Teachers

220,000+ secondary school 
teachers of American history, 
civics, and social studies

20,000+ history faculty at  
the collegiate level

15,300,000 in 9-12
   (500,000+ AP Students)

40 STATES require  
US History in H.S.

2,000,000+  
Dual Enrolled Students
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