DOCUMENTS of FREEDOM Unit: Citizens in Communities

HisTory, GOVERNMENT & ECONOMICS THROUGH PRIMARY SOURCES Read I ng: E I eCt 1ons

Activity: Voting Rights and the U.S. Constitution

Handout C: The Suffrage Amendments

Directions: Read the following amendments to the Constitution and paraphrase each.

Amendment XV (1870)
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any state on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.

Amendment XIX (1920)
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any state on account of sex.

Amendment XXIII (1961)

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of government of the United States shall appoint in such
manner as the Congress may direct: A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the
whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if

it were a state, but in no event more than the least populous state; they shall be in addition to those
appointed by the states, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of President and
Vice President, to be electors appointed by a state; and they shall meet in the District and perform such
duties as provided by the twelfth article of amendment.

Amendment XXIV (1964)

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or other election

for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or for Senator or
Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any state by reason
of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Amendment XXVI (1971)
Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are 18 years of age or older, to vote, shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States or any state on account of age.
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