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This indicates the swiftness of the tempo of 
Communist victories and American defeats in 

the cold war. As one of our outstanding historical 
figures once said, ‘When a great democracy is 
destroyed, it will not be because of enemies from 
without, but rather because of enemies from within.’ 

The truth of this statement is becoming 
terrifyingly clear as we see this country each day 
losing on every front….

The reason why we find ourselves in a position 
of impotency is not because our only powerful 
potential enemy has sent men to invade our shores, 
but rather because of the traitorous actions of those 
who have been treated so well by this Nation. It has 
not been the less fortunate or members of minority 
groups who have been selling this Nation out, but 
rather those who have had all the benefits that the 
wealthiest nation on earth has had to offer—the 
finest homes, the finest college education, and the 
finest jobs in the Government we can give.

This is glaringly true in the State Department. 
There the bright young men who are born with 
silver spoons in their mouths are the ones who 
have been worst….

This, ladies and gentlemen, gives you somewhat 
of a picture of the type of individuals who have been 
helping to shape our foreign policy. In my opinion 
the State Department, which is one of the most 

important government departments, is thoroughly 
infested with Communists. 

I have in my hand fifty-seven cases of individuals 
who would appear to be either card carrying 
members or certainly loyal to the Communist Party, 
but who nevertheless are still helping to shape our 
foreign policy. 

One thing to remember in discussing the 
Communists in our Government is that we are not 
dealing with spies who get thirty pieces of silver 
to steal the blueprints of a new weapon. We are 
dealing with a far more sinister type of activity 
because it permits the enemy to guide and shape 
our policy….

As you hear this story of high treason, I know 
that you are saying to yourself, ‘Well, why doesn’t 
the Congress do something about it?’ Actually, 
ladies and gentlemen, one of the important reasons 
for the graft, the corruption, the dishonesty, 
the disloyalty, the treason in high Government 
positions—one of the most important reasons why 
this continues is a lack of moral uprising on the 
part of the 140,000,000 American people….

As you know, very recently the Secretary of State 
[Dean Acheson] proclaimed his loyalty to a man 
guilty of what has always been considered as the 
most abominable of all crimes—of being a traitor to 
the people who gave him a position of great trust. 
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The Secretary of State in attempting to justify his 
continued devotion to the man who sold out the 
Christian world to the atheistic world, referred to 
Christ’s Sermon on the Mount as a justification and 
reason therefore, and the reaction of the American 
people to this would have made the heart of 
Abraham Lincoln happy. 

When this pompous diplomat in striped pants, 
with a phony British accent, proclaimed to the 
American people that Christ on the Mount endorsed 

Communism, high treason, and betrayal of a sacred 
trust, the blasphemy was so great that it awakened 
the dormant indignation of the American people. 

He has lighted the spark which is resulting 
in a moral uprising and will end only when the 
whole sorry mess of twisted, warped thinkers are 
swept from the national scene so that we may have 
a new birth of national honesty and decency in 
Government.” 
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1. What is the greatest threat to the United States, according to Joseph McCarthy? 

2. What are the characteristics of those who are betraying America? How does this support the idea 
that an appeal to differences of social class shaped McCarthy’s demagogic message? 

3. Are the American people to blame for the communist subversion, according to Joseph McCarthy? 
Explain your answer. 

4. How does religion shape Joseph McCarthy’s views and appeal? 

5. Does McCarthy’s vision and speech advance or undermine constitutional principles and civic 
virtues? Explain your answer. 
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