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How did the principles of the Declaration of
Independence contribute to the quest to end
slavery from colonial times to the outbreak of the
Civil War?

[J I can interpret primary sources related to Founding principles of liberty,
equality, and justice from the colonial era to the outbreak of the Civil War.

[J I can explain how laws and policy, courts, and individuals and groups
contributed to or pushed back against the quest to end slavery.

[J I can create an argument using evidence from primary sources.

[J I can analyze issues in history to help find solutions to present-day
challenges.

Essential Vocabulary

Viz. That is to say

Traffic of men-body | Slave trade

Building Context

Pennsylvania was established by William Penn in 1681 to provide a refuge for
persecuted groups such as the Religious Society of Friends, or Quakers, as they
were commonly known. Many Quakers became opponents of slavery because they
believed in the equality of all men and women. In 1688, a young German Quaker of
the Germantown Friends drafted an anti-slavery petition to be discussed at any
upcoming Quaker meeting in a nearby town. The petition was signed by three
others living in Germantown (now part of Philadelphia). In his argument against
the evils of slavery, the author referenced the Bible to support the natural liberty of
all humans.
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These are the reasons why we are against the
traffic of men-body, as follows. Is there any that
would be done or handled at this manner? viz.
[that is to say], to be sold or made a slave for all
the time of his life? Now, though they are black,
we can not conceive there is more liberty to have
them slaves, as it is to have other white ones.
There is a saying, that we shall do to all men like
as we will be done ourselves; making no
difference of what generation, descent or color
they are. And those who steal or rob men, and
those who buy or purchase them, are they not all
alike? Being now this is not done in the manner
we would be done at therefore we contradict and
are against this traffic of men-body [slave trade].
And we who profess that it is not lawful to steal,
must, likewise, avoid to purchase such things as
are stolen, but rather help to stop this robbing
and stealing if possible. And such men ought to
be delivered out of the hands of the robbers, and
set free as well as in Europe.

Notes

Comprehension and Analysis Questions

1. Why were Quakers opposed to slavery?

2. What two main arguments did the author use to advance their case in the

1688 petition?
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3. Which argument do you think would be more effective, and why?
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