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BILL + RIGHTS

Free Press and Democratic INSTITUTE
Government

*  What is the role of a free press in a democratic society?

* I can assess the importance of a free press from a real-world example.

Question Answer

Why did Eric Meyer decide to go
mto newspaper publishing rather than
law school? What event during his
time working at his college newspaper
shaped this decision?

In your own words, describe what the
police did when raiding Meyer’s home
and office.

‘Why is 1t important that people on all
sides of the political spectrum showed
support for Meyer? Why is it
mmportant for our country to agree on
certain principles?

‘What do you think is the role of the
media in a self-governing community?

Based on Meyer’s account, why 1s it
important for a press to operate without
government interference?




Jefferson, Democracy, and Our
Complicated Legacy

What 1s Thomas Jeflerson’s impact and legacy on our self-governing country?

* I can assess the role Thomas Jefferson played in the creation of our constitutional republic.

* | can analyze what the Founding Era teaches us about civil discourse in the modern day.

Directions: Complete the organizer while you watch the video

Question Answer

‘What 1s the role of a biography in
portraying a historical figure
accurately?

In your own words, explain how
Thomas Jefferson was a “person of
profound paradox.”

How did the process of the drafting of the
Declaration of Independence demonstrate
the role of debate and compromise in the
Founding Era? What was Jefferson’s role
n this process?

Summarize Jane Kamensky’s view on the
value of asking the current generation what
they want for the next generation.

How did the mode of communication in
the Founding Era help contribute to more
cwvil conversations? How does this com-
pare and contrast with modern modes of
communication?

BILL # RIGHTS
INSTITUTE
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