
Primary Source
Chicago Race Riot Images, 1919

To what extent did Founding principles of liberty,
equality, and justice become a reality for African
Americans in the first half of the twentieth
century?

I can interpret primary sources related to Founding principles of liberty,
equality, and justice in the first half of the twentieth century.

I can explain how laws and policy, courts, and individuals and groups
contributed to or pushed back against the quest for liberty, equality, and
justice for African Americans.

I can create an argument using evidence from primary sources.

I can analyze issues in history to help find solutions to present-day
challenges.

Building Context
For Black Americans taking part in the Great Migration, migrating north brought
economic and political advan-tages, but it did not bring safety or equal protection
under the law promised by the Fourteenth Amendment. Most migrants crowded
into segregated neighborhoods and faced dire consequences if they ventured into a
white neighbor-hood. The Chicago race riot of 1919 was one of a large num-ber of
riots that occurred in various cities that year. It began when a young Black boy
dri�ed into the white section of a segregated beach on Lake Michigan. A white man
on the beach began throwing rocks at him. The boy eventually drowned, but police
refused to arrest the man who threw rocks. A crowd of African Americans
gathered, and when one fred at the police who surrounded them, the police shot
and killed him. By 9:00 p.m. that night, white gangs were roaming the Black
neighborhood, beating, stabbing, and terrorizing Black Americans. The riots
continued for 10 days. In the end, 23 Blacks and 15 whites had died, and 537 people
had been injured. One Black Chicago minister lamented, “The Negro has longings
to better his condi-tion. . . . He asks the right to work and earn a living without
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molestation. He asks the equal protection of the laws and that no indignity be put
upon him because of his color.”

Chicago Race Riot Images, 1919
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_race_riot_of_1919#/media/File:Chicago-race-riot.jpg

Chicago, 1919: Armed white crowds carrying stones by the Chicago Commission on Race
Relations, 1922.

Source: https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47de-1a4c-a3d9-e040-e00e18064a00
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Blacks under the protection of police leaving a wrecked house in the riot zone by the
Chicago Commission on Race Relations, 1922.

Comprehension and Analysis Questions

1. Refer to the document, Residential Segregation in City Zoning Laws,
1910–1911. Why was segregation considered necessary, according to these
documents? Do these images challenge that assumption? Explain.
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