
H A N D O U T  B

Timeline of Changing Commerce 
Powers of Congress 

Directions
For each of the following, explain what was decided and whether it expanded or 
decreased the powers of Congress under the Commerce Clause.

Case What  was Decided Effect on  the Powers of Congress

Commerce Act of 
1887

Swift v. U.S. 
(1905)

Lochner v. New 
York (1905)

West Coast Hotel v. 
Parrish (1937)

U.S. v. Darby 
Lumber (1941)

U.S. v. Lopez 
(1995)

Rule XII, clause 
7 of 114th U.S. 
Congress (2010)

The First Branch | Congress and the Constitution
Unit 2, Lesson 2: The Commerce Clause 
© Bill of Rights Institute


	Text5: 
	Text6: 
	Text7: 
	Text8: 
	Text9: 
	Text10: 
	Text11: 
	Text12: 
	Text13: 
	Text14: 
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text18: 


