
The maintenance of our 
republican government 
requires the people be 
vigilant, informed, and 
virtuous, ensuring that 
governing institutions are 
directed towards their right 
ends. Good habits, or virtues, 
promote self-government 
and help guarantee 
that communities orient 
themselves towards advancing 
the spirit of a common 
purpose. A list of those civic 
virtues is provided here. 
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Courage
The ability to take constructive action in the face of fear or danger. To stand firm as a 
person of character and do what is right, especially when it is unpopular or puts one at risk.

Cowardice 
Failing to take constructive action in the face of fear or danger. A lack of firmness or 
conviction.

Honor
Demonstrating good character and being trustworthy.  

Dishonor 
Failing to demonstrate good character, integrity, and  acting deceptively. 

Humility
A recognition that one’s ignorance is far greater than one’s knowledge. Putting 
others ahead of ourselves in thought, word, and deed. A willingness to give others 
credit and to admit when we are wrong.

Hubris 
To have excessive pride, vanity, and arrogance that usually leads to a 
tragic fall. 

Integrity
To tell the truth, expose untruths, and keep one’s promises. 

Self-deception 
Acting on a belief that a false idea or situation is true. Being deluded or deceived 
by ideas that endanger the humanity of others and movements that are unjust.

Justice
Upholding of what is fair and right. Respecting the rights and dignity of all. 

Injustice 
To harm others by applying unequal rules and damaging another’s inalienable 
rights and dignity. 

Moderation
The avoidance of excess or extremes. 

Immoderation (Extremism) 
Acting in excess or to an extreme. Lacking restraint.  

Prudence
Practical wisdom that applies reason and other virtues to discern right courses of 
action in specific situations. 

Imprudence 
Acting without care or thoughtfulness for consequences. Exercising lack of 
wisdom appropriate to situations.  

Respect
Regard for and defending the equal rights and inherent dignity of all human beings, 
including oneself. 

Contempt 
Showing disregard, disdain, or lack of consideration for someone or something 
worthy of action or admiration.

Responsibility
Acting on good judgment about what is right or wrong even when it is not popular. 
Individuals must take care of themselves, their families, and their fellow citizens/
others in civil society and a republic and be vigilant to preserve their own liberty 
and the liberty of others.

Irresponsibility 
Acting on poor judgment or failing the trust others place in you. 
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