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Bill of Rights Institute’s 
MISSION

• Students engage with and 
champion these rights for 
themselves and others.

• Teachers educate students to 
seek knowledge and tackle 
challenges with these  
rights in mind.

• Parents empower their 
children to apply these rights 
in their own lives through 
interaction, example, and 
dialogue.

billofrightsinstitute.org

The Bill of Rights Institute engages, educates, and empowers individuals with a passion for 
the freedom and opportunity that exist in a free society.

The Institute envisions a society in which all individuals enjoy life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. It is a society in which:



From the beginning, BRI has created high-quality 
classroom resources for a freedom-based history and 
civics education. For five years we have distributed these 
resources online, free of charge, directly to teachers and 
students. Also from the beginning, BRI has provided 
professional development to teachers of history, civics,  
and social studies. Today, all told, we reach more than 
49,000 middle and high school teachers each year, and 
through them more than five million students.

BRI’s relationships with each teacher are at the heart 
of what we do. We nurture them and they deepen over 
time, from personal engagement with our online  
content, through association with an engaged 
professional community, to mastery of content and 
delivery, and full reciprocal partnership with BRI.

These dynamic teacher relationships distinguish us  
from other organizations in the civic education space  
and are a crucial part of our strategy for achieving 
national scale.

President’s  
LETTER

BRI believes 
civic education 
depends on rich 
content rooted 
in the Founding 
documents. 
All 2,700 of 
our classroom 
resources are 
animated by 
the ideas of the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution, and all our professional development draws 
on our resources. All BRI materials are held to a strict 
standard of peer review by teachers and scholars.  All are 
classroom-ready, present diverse viewpoints, provide a 
structure for discussing controversial topics, and offer a 
needed alternative to dull, ideological textbooks.

BRI teaches freedom in the spirit of freedom: not by 
indoctrination, but by the free and open exchange of all 
points of view. Experienced master teachers conduct all 
our professional development, and empower participating 
teachers to return to their classrooms and engage their 
students in the mode and principles of a free society. 
However, BRI is aware that the live component of our 
program is invaluable. We strongly believe collegiality 
and friendship are powerful motivators. Our live 
programming builds professional communities for civics 
teachers, which constitute alternatives to the existing 
bureaucratic structure and culture and inspire the 
enthusiasm crucial to teachers’ success.

BRI believes, with Abraham Lincoln, that our country 
represents “the last best hope of earth.” We are inspired 
by our educational mission to convey this understanding 
to the rising generation, and we are grateful to 
supporters like you for the opportunity to do so.

David Bobb, President
Bill of Rights Institute

“These dynamic teacher 
relationships distinguish us  
from other organizations in 
the civic education space  
and are a crucial part of 
our strategy for achieving 
national scale.”



Jennifer Zirbel believes in accepting her students as 
they are and adapting her approach to meet their needs. 
“Our classrooms are filled with students of diverse 
backgrounds, needs, and interests,” says Jennifer, “So to 
be able to meet each individual’s needs as well as that of 
the whole group is my biggest challenge as an educator.”
 
Jennifer has taught for nine years and currently teaches 
at Belgrade High School in Belgrade, Montana where 
she teaches U.S. History and AP U.S. History. One of 
her proudest achievements is being selected as a James 
Madison Foundation Fellow. She uses BRI resources in 
her classroom and has attended numerous BRI seminars 
since 2012. Jennifer has also served on the Bill of Rights 
Institute’s Teacher Council which helps write lessons, 
and advises BRI staff on programs and resources.
 
Jennifer has known she wanted to be a teacher since 
she was in the fourth grade, and one of her biggest 
influences was a counselor at her former high school. 
“She inspired me to feel empowered as a teacher to do 

Educator
SPOTLIGHT

what is best for 
students and to not 
complain but rather 
change what is not 
working.”
 
And her biggest 
inspiration from 
history? “I’m a 
big fan of George 
Washington. He 
was a strong and 
steadfast leader of 
both the military 
and the country,” 
Jennifer says. “He 
didn’t always have 
prior experience to 
guide him but he 
was practical and 
thoughtful. He brought in people with more experience 
to help him and in many ways was ahead of his time.”

Jennifer Zirbel
Belgrade High School
Belgrade, Montana



 

Constitutional Seminars

These one-day and weekend professional development 
seminars for teachers are held throughout the country 
and have engaged over 24,000 educators since the 
Institute’s founding. At each program, teachers 
participate in in-depth lectures with a highly regarded 
constitutional scholar and receive BRI resources.

Founder’s Fellowship

Our annual flagship professional development program 
brings teachers together from across the country to the 
Washington, D.C. area. Led by scholars, BRI staff, and 
master educators, they explore educational resources, 
share best practices and discuss critical issues in U.S. 
history, politics, and government. Founders Fellowship is 
an opportunity for educators to network and visit places 
of historic significance with their peers. 

Educator
PROGRAM & RESOURCES

Voices of History

A free digital storehouse of our lesson plans and primary 
source content developed by the Institute for our network 
of over 49,000 educators. 

Voices of History’s regular user base expanded to a 
monthly average of 3,400 educators in 2018 and the site 
had nearly 87,461 unique page views this year.

Documents of Freedom

The Institute’s free digital U.S. History, Government and 
Economics textbook continued to be our most popular 
resource in 2018. The site saw over 388,1390 unique 
page views during this period with over 17,000 educators 
signed up as regular users of the material. 

Free Lesson Plans

Delivered twice a month directly to teachers’ inboxes, 
our free eLesson newsletters include historical content, 
connections to modern life, classroom activities, 
downloadable PDF’s, answer keys, discussion questions, 
and suggestions for further reading. 

By the end of 2018, over 28,000 educators were signed up 
to receive the eLesson emails.

“Voices of History’s regular 
user base expanded to a 
monthly average of 3,400 
educators in 2018 and the 
site had nearly 87,461 unique 
page views this year.”

Teacher Network

40,319

44,813

2017       2018



Adopted from Korea when he was four months old, 
Michael Cerulli obviously doesn’t remember anything 
about the trip across the world to his new country. 
The 2018 Constitutional Academy participant and 
rising senior at Trumbull High School in Trumbull, 
Connecticut did note, however, that the last day of this 
year’s Academy, July 13, 2018, was the 17th anniversary 
of that fateful trip.
 
“There is a picture in my scrapbook of the entrance 
to the [international terminal] at JFK Airport,” Mike 
shared on his last day at Constitutional Academy, “and it 
says in multiple languages, including Korean, something 
to the effect of ‘Through these doors, you will find 
America.’ I found it to be profound to think about that 
day 17 years ago because I don’t think I have found more 
of my country in my entire life than what I have found 
over these last six days [at Constitutional Academy.]”
 
In many ways, Mike is an example of the kind of 
young person drawn to this weeklong experience in 
our nation’s capital. He is active at his school, serving 
on student council, is captain of the varsity golf team, 

Student
SPOTLIGHT

and participates in Model Congress. Mike also serves 
as the representative of the student body of Trumbull 
High School on the Board of Education for the town of 
Trumbull, Connecticut.
 
Mike is very engaged on issues related to youth voter 
outreach, foreign affairs, and national security. He is 
also a reporter for the Trumbull Times, and his work has 
been featured in the Connecticut Post. In his free time, 
Michael enjoys playing guitar and flying airplanes. In 
2017, he earned his license as a student pilot.
 
In sharing his final reflections on the time spent with his 
peers during Constitutional Academy and the respect 
he had gained for the opinions of all the other students, 
Mike offered up this quote from George Washington:
 
“Associate yourself with men of good quality if you 
esteem your own reputation; for ‘tis better to be alone 
than in bad company.”

“I don’t think I have found 
more of my country in my 
entire life than what I have 
found over these last six days 
[at Constitutional Academy.]”

Michael Cerulli
Trumbull, Connecticut
Class of 2019
2018 Constitutional Academy Participant



Constitutional Academy 2018

The 2018 Constitutional Academy, ran from July 8-13th 
and saw 35 students attend from all over the nation, 
including Kansas, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New 
Mexico, Indiana, Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Connecticut, and Georgia. The topic of this year’s 
Academy was the role of civil discourse in a democratic 
republic. Throughout the week, students wrote op-eds 
to be submitted to various publications throughout 
the country. Students visited the monuments on the 
National Mall, Frederick Douglass National Historic 
Site, National Portrait Gallery, Anacostia Community 
Museum, the National Archives, the Supreme Court, and 
the U.S. Capitol to learn about how civil discourse can 
change the functioning of various institutions  
throughout the U.S. 

We the Students Essay Contest

The 2017-2018 essay contest had a record number of over 
5,000 essays submitted. The topic this year was: To what 
extent in the U.S. does the government–federal, state, 
and local–have the duty to monitor internet content? The 
Institute awarded $20,000 in scholarships to fourteen 
students, including a $5,000 grand prize to Joshua Foster 
of Lee’s Summit West High School in Lee’s Summit, 
Missouri.

ThinktheVote.com

A website where students can go to learn all sides of a 
variety of current events issues and engage in online civil 

Student
PROGRAMS

debate with other students from across the country. This 
page garnered 142,944 unique pageviews in 2018 and 
averaged over 6,000 monthly users.

AP Prep Webinars

A new program launched in the spring of 2018, the AP 
preparation webinars were designed to provide a free 
way for students to study for their AP US History exams. 
The series of nine webinars took place in the two weeks 
reached over 4,000 students either live or on demand via 
our YouTube channel.

Homework Help Videos

In 2018, the Institute released a new series of Homework 
Help videos designed specifically to help students 
studying for the AP U.S. History exam. Narrated by 
peers, and written and reviewed by scholars and Bill of 
Rights Institute staff, the series covered topics ranging 
from landmark Supreme Court cases, to the Columbian 
Exchange to the Philosophy of the U.S. Constitution to 
The Rise of Mass Politics and Jacksonian Democracy. 
These videos, the debate webinar recordings, and the  
AP prep webinar recordings  
brought the Institute’s  
YouTube subscriber  
number to nearly  
5,757 with over  
400,000 views.

“I enjoyed sharing my passion to learn 
with other students who craved the 
same learning experience. I am leaving 
as a more mature woman and citizen. I 
am also taking away new lessons that 
I will use for the rest of my life that will 
ultimately help me become a better 
person in society.” 

Kalina Tran. Clayton Georgia, 2018 
Constitutional Academy student

YouTube Subscribers

3,733

5,757

2017       2018



REVENUE              2017                           2018
Contributions and Grants
Sales and Other
In-Kind Donations
Total Revenue  

EXPENSES
Programs    
Fundraising   
Management/General 
Total Expenses 
Revenue Less Expenses

Financials 

“Bill of Rights Institute 
consistently produces 
exemplary materials 
that are ready to go for 
classroom use. They 
provide materials that 
are easily adaptable to 
ALL STUDENTS. Their 
presentations and 
speakers are consistently 
a worthwhile out-of-
classroom experience.”

Justin Miller, Teacher 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

 

Facebook Fans

23,348

26,393

2017       2018
Twitter Fans

6,814

7,647

2017       2018

$4,744,994
$2,372

$207,895
$4,955,261

 
$3,215,602

$443,206
$1,489,589
$5,148,397
($193,136)

$4,474,000
$79,689

$0
$4,553,689

 
$2,511,279

$343,260
$1,146,105
$4,000,644

$533,045



Listed below are just a few of the many  
foundations whose generosity make the  
work of the Bill of Rights Institute possible.

We would like to thank them and all of our 
donors for their ongoing support.

Allegheny Foundation
Fred and Mary Koch Foundation
Lincoln and Therese Filene Foundation
Albert & Ethel Herzstein Foundation
Armstrong Foundation
Charles Koch Foundation
Georgia Pacific
The Achelis & Bodman Foundation
F.M. Kirby Foundation
Abell-Hanger Foundation
Helen Greathouse Charitable Trust
Strake Foundation
Triad Foundation
Anschutz Foundation
Edward T. Bedford Foundation
Gordon Cain Foundation
Daniels Fund

Thank You 2018

“[One of the strengths of  
Founders Fellowship is] the level 
of intellectual stimulation and 
forum for civil discussion with 
teachers who have different 
opinions to expand the historical 
knowledge we teach. This helps 
us prepare for students who have 
different perspectives.” 

Misti Stevens 
Leavenworth Kansas 
2018 Founders Fellowship


